
gunster.com

Federal Jury Win for Developer Makes Headlines

News & Press Releases

Federal Jury Win for Developer Makes Headlines

RELATED PROFESSIONALS

Amy Brigham Boulris

Timothy J. McGinn

RELATED CAPABILITIES

Business Litigation

Real Estate Law

03.27.2026  |  NEWS
 

A federal jury recently ruled that the Village of Pinecrest violated the civil rights

of developer Megladon, finding the municipality liable for what was

characterized as a "land grab." The landmark verdict, secured by Gunster's

litigation team led by Amy Brigham Boulris and Tim McGinn, concluded that

Pinecrest had unlawfully interfered with the developer's property rights. The

case drew significant attention across South Florida's real estate and legal

communities, underscoring the constitutional protections afforded to property

owners and developers against governmental overreach.

“This is a major victory for property owners across Florida," said McGinn.

“Hopefully this will send a message to not just the village of Pinecrest, but other

municipalities, that you can’t do this.”

As Featured In...

The Miami Herald: Jury Rules Miami-Dade Town Couldn’t Ask for Land in

Exchange for Building Permit

The Real Deal: Unconstitutional: Pinecrest on Hook for “Land Grab” That

Delayed Developer’s Project

Law360: Federal Jury Rules Fla. City Violated Civil Rights Of Developer 
                                                                                                                                                                                   

Amy Brigham Boulris is a veteran property rights litigator nationally recognized for
her exclusive representation of landowners in eminent domain, takings, development
exactions, Harris Act, and civil rights contexts. She is AV Preeminent rated by
Martindale-Hubbell in Civil Rights Law, a member of the American Law Institute, an
honorary member of the Owners Counsel of America, and a member of the Board of
Trustees of the Pacific Legal Foundation. 

Timothy J. McGinn is a seasoned high-stakes litigator with experience across a
number of complex civil practice areas. He has represented clients in courtrooms
across the country—from Florida to Alaska.


